
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



C 713 ) 

of the Bottom of the Crater, out of the very middle 
of the Mountain, contrary to what Borsttus imagines, 
whofe Method of explaining the Eruption of a Volcano 
T>y an inflexed Syphon, and the Rules of Hydroftaticks, 
is Iikewife inconfillent with the Torrent's flowing down 
from the very Vertex of the Mountain. 1 have noc 
(ecn the Crater fince the Eruption, but defign to vific 
it again before I leave Naples. I doubt there is no- 
thing in this worth (hewing the Society j as to that, 
you will ufe your Difcretion. 

E. Berkeley, 



VI. An Account of an extraordinary TUMOUR 
or WEN lately ut off the Cheek of a <Perfon in 
Scotland. Communicated to the %oyal Society by 
T>r. Thomas Bower, Af. 2X and K % 6\ 

IT is generally acknowledge, that the exa& Obfer- 
vation of internal Difeafes, and the faithful Ac- 
counts of external Tumours, and extraordinary 
Cafes in Chirurgery, have contributed very much to 
the Advancement of Medicine. Hipocrates and Galen, 
and other ancient Fathers of Medicine, have fet us fair 
Copies of this ; and the Moderns, happily following 
their tootfteps, have illuftrated this Matter by many 
curious Qbfervations and Reflections. The Royal So- 
cieties and Colleges of Virtuofi, that are now over all 
Europe, have taken much pains in this Affair, and have 
given us many Inftances and Examples of Extraordi- 
nary Cafes in Medicine, which are of great ufe to all 
the Praelifers of Phyfick and Chirurgery. According 
to thefe laudable Examples I fliall, for the Satisfaction 
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of the Curious and Ingenious, give a true and faith- 
ful Account of an extraordinary Excrefcence cut off 
from the Cheek of a Man, which weighed Nineteen 
Pounds, and the Patient entirely recover'd in few 
Weeks time. I never before faw the like, nor never 
read of it in any Author, tho' I have confulted ma- 
ny on the Head. This Excrefcence is preferved a* 
mong the Rarities of the College of Phyficians at £- 
dinhurgh. The Phyiician concern'd in this Affair, was 
Dr. Alexander Ruffel of Elgine, a learned and ingenious 
Man, and the Operator was the ingenious Mr. George 
Gordon of Keith, from whom I had the following Infor- 
mation. 

Alexander Palmer, of the Parifh of Keith, in the 
County of Bamf, in the North of Scotland, now about 
Fifty Four Years of Age, obferved, when about Twenty 
Seven, a little hard Swelling in the Mufcle of the lower 
Jaw on the Left Side, without any Hurt or manifeft 
Occafion, which at firft went on flowly, but afterwards 
it proceeded more quickly, and the older it grew, ic 
ftill came on the fafter; until it increafed to a prodi- 
gious Bulk and Weight : From the flrft: Appearance of 
this Tumour to the total Excifion of it, there were a- 
bout Twenty Seven Years. He had exceflive Pains 
and Uneafinefs in it, and at lafl: it mightily extenna* 
ted and emaciated him, who was other wile a ftrong 
and robuft Man. 

This Excrefcence was of the natural Colour of the 
Skin, and feem'd to be an Atheroma, being a glandulous 
Subitance with feveral big Blood* VefTeis in it, and had 
Hair growing on it, as on the other Farts of ihe 
Body, as may yet be (ken. It was aimoft round and 
very hard, and was as fenfible as any other Part of the 
Body ; for, when the poor Man was working in the 
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Fields, fome fix or feven Years ago, he accidentally 
made a great Galh. or Wound in it with a iliarp Iron, 
which was very painful, but was cured by a Surgeon, 
after the manner of an ordinary Wound ; the Cicatrice 
is ftill to be feen in it; 

This Excrcfcence having grown To big, was attach'd 
to the Mufcle under the Left Eye, call'd Obliquus minor 
or inferior, to the Ear and its Mufcles, and to the 
Mufcle of the lower Jaw, named Deprimens. By rca- 
fon of its great Bulk and Weight, it could not hang- 
down freely without fome Support, therefore it refted 
on the top of the Shoulder, which made a confidera- 
ble Dimple in it, that is yet very obfervable ,- befides, 
it was holden up by the Man's Hand in the Day- 
time, and laid on a Pillow in the Night- (eafon. 

Some three or four Days before the total Excifiou 
was made, the Patient obferved this Tumour begin to 
mortify at the lo'wer end, which made him fo unea- 
fy, that he took a Knife and cut off a good part of 
it. This occafion'd a great Haemorrhage; .fo that he 
reckon'd there was loft a Scots Pint or four Pounds of 
Blood, before it could be ftopt. The Patient, after 
fo great Trouble and Pain, at lad applied himfelf to 
Mr Gordon, Surgeon of the Place, who made a total 
Extirpation of it, on the 19th of January, 1717. 

He made a clofe Ligature, taking in ths Bafis of 
the Excrefcence, and all the loofe Skin, and contract- 
ing it as much as poflible, he cut it entirely off with 
a (harp Rafbur. There guuYd out of the Excrc- 
fcence, after it was cut orf, and was lying on the 
Ground, as near as couid be guefs'd, two Founds of 
Blood; for it was nourifh'd by feveral large Biood- 
Veilcls, perhaps by fome Branches of the Caroride Ar- 
tery much iniarged, and other Blood- Vei'Iels coning 
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from the Ear, and the Mufcles of the Eye and lower 
Jaw abovementioned. When Mr, Gordon brought it to 
us, which was full three Months after it was cut of£ 
we cut off with a Knife about a quarter of an Inch 
broad of the Bails of k ; and in that {mail space wc 
obferved four big Blood Veifeis. The tiafi>, as it now 
appears, is five inches Diameter, which feems too large 
for the whole fide of the Face : So that after the Ex- 
fedion, I think the loofe Skin has turn'd backwards, 
which may make the Bafis now appear ib big. 

After all this Blood was loft, the Excrescence was 
weighed, and was full Nineteen Pound Weight; fa 
that before his own Inciiion and this Operation, ic 
behoved to be feveral founds heavier, which is a 
moil prodigious Weight to be depending on fuch a 
place. This Tumour was of a Spheroidical Figure, 
and when meafured, was Thirty four Inches about by 
the longeft way, and Twenty eight by the broadeft. 

The Hemorrhage, which was great, was flopped by 
the Vitriolic Powders and other Aflringents, and the 
ordinary Dreffing was uied. So this great Cure was; 
completed in fix Weeks time, and the Patient entirely 
recover'd, and goes about his Bufinefs, to the great 
Admiration and Aftonifhment of every body. The Lid 
of his Left Eye continues ftiil downwards a little, as 
does that fame fide of the Mouth, which was occa- 
fion'd by the great Weight depending on that fide ot 
the Face ; but it may be expe&ed they may come a- 
gain to their right Poft«re; for the Head, at foft af- 
ter cutting, enciined much to the Right fide, by rea- 
fon of the great Weight on the Left Cheek having 
been removed ; but it now begins to ftsnd upright, 
fince he is perfectly recovered. Tho' the Skin, and e- 
¥en a deal of the mufculous part- of the Cheek and 
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lower Jaw was cut away, yet, according to the Infor- 
mation I have from Mr. Gordon the Operator, it is 
grown up again, and is of the ordinary Colour of the 
Skin, and like the other fide of the Face ; fo that 
there grows Hair on that fide of the Face as well as 
on the other, which he ordinarily {haves ; and this is 
as farprizing as any thing in the whole Affair. 

I have given a true and plain Account of this ex- 
traordinary Cafe from certain Information ; I have con- 
tented my felf to relate only Matters of Facl, without 
making any Obfervations or Reflections on it ; for I 
leave ic to the Philofbphersand Virtuofi to make their 
own Reafonings and Refinements as feems beft to them« 
felves. 



VI r. An Account of an Experiment to prove an inter* 
fpers'd Vacuum 5 or to Jkew that all Places are 
not equaly full. 

THIS Experiment was made before the KING, and 
HER Royal Highnefs the Princefs of Wales, at 
Hampton-Court, in the Month of September 1717. 
aftertva/ds before the R o Y a l-S o c i e t Y , on Thurfday, 
December ?• 1717- And fince that, in Channel-Rowe, 
Wedminfter, before fome Members of the Royal- Society, 
ll T. T. Defaguliers, M» A. F. /?* S. as follows . 

Having. had the Honour' to- make fome Experiments 
laft Year before his MajeCly and their Royal Highmffes 
the Prince and Princefs of Wales ; among others, i fliew'd 
that of a Guinea and a Piece of fine Paper ; then of a 
Guinea and a Feather dropc together from the tep of 
an cxhauikd G'lafs Receiver about xo Inches high ; both 
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